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Abstract. The national library of Tunisia has been a pioneer in the retrospective conversion
of the Arabic catalog since the years 1990. The digitalization encouraged the mutation of the
catalog from afar as an internal consultation tool in a tool of consultation. However, the
migration toward another support and another format has required the establishment of a
technological environment and the acquirement of new expertise by the librarian, but this
environment is in constant evolution. We are interested in this environment that will be able
to assure the visibility of the fund on the Web. The essential object of our paper is the survey
of the problems and risks put by the retrospective conversion while trying to propose the
solutions and the tools to each of the following stages. The analysis method is based on
prediction and verification of segmentation hypotheses proposed by the model. The result,
given in UNIMARC format, contains the different sub-fields of the reference with their
confidence score. This method is enough general to be adapted on any document having a
micro-structure.
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! Action de transférer sur un support informatisé, et dans un format qui le rend exploitable,
un ensemble d’informations bibliographiques jusqu’alors sur catalogue imprimé ou fiches."
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